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What Is Context? 
All children develop in context – the array of relationships, environment, and societal structures they interact 
with both directly and indirectly. This bidirectional relationship between a child and their context, biology and 
environment drives all development. 

 

The microsystem context is the child’s immediate environment and relationships, with which the child interacts 
directly. For example, this may include families, teachers or peers, school, a neighbor’s apartment or the local 
community center. 

The mesosystem context acknowledges that both the child’s immediate environment and the relationships 
between aspects of the child’s immediate environment can impact development. For example, the interactions 
between teachers and parents or the coordination between the school and doctor’s office may affect the child 
even if the child is not directly involved.  

The larger macrosystem context includes the cultural context in which a child develops – social and political 
context, laws, policies, etc. While the child may not interact with the macrosystem directly, it can shape the 
child’s experiences. For example, institutionalized racism in the justice system may affect a child’s community or 
family – and, therefore, the child. 

(See following pages for accompanying visuals) 
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Microsystem context: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ Mesosystem context  
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+ Macrosystem context: 
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