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Educator Reflection: Personal + Community Values 
 
PURPOSE  DIRECTIONS:  

Before developing norms and expectations, first use the table below to 
articulate your personal core values. Next, use the reflection prompts to 
consider how your perspective might be the same or different than the 
values of students and communities, and how you can include those 
diverse perspectives in classroom community building.  

The purpose of this tool is for educators to reflect 
on how their own values (shaped by their identity, 
culture, and experiences) show up in their classroom 
and school, in order to create more inclusive and 
equitable learning environments. 

 

PART I: Reflecting on your Personal Values 
1. As an adult, what personal values do you bring into your classroom? Select 5-7. 

Accommodation Accountability Achievement Adaptability 

Ambition Assertiveness Calm Candor 

Chosen Family Citizenship Comfort Community 

Compassion Competition Confidence Contribution 

Cooperation Courage Creativity Curiosity 

Decisiveness Discipline Diversity Duty 

Efficiency Empowerment Equality Excellence 

Fairness  Faith Family Focus on Future 

Freedom Friendship Fun Generosity 

Gratitude Growth Harmony Healthy Skepticism  

Helpfulness Honesty Hospitality Humility  

Humor Imagination Independence Individuality 

Intelligence Interdependence Justice Kindness 

Knowledge Leadership Loyalty Mindfulness 

Moderation Obedience Open-Mindedness Optimism 

Originality Patience  Patriotism Peace 

Perseverance Politeness Pride Privacy  

Productivity Professionalism Punctuality  Relatedness 

Resourcefulness  Respect  Respect for Elders Respect for Nature 

Responsibility Risk-Taking Sacrifice  Self-Control  

Selflessness  Self-Sufficiency Spirituality Structure 

Sustainability Tolerance Tradition Unity 

___________________  ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 
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2. Where did you learn these values? What experiences, relationships, or environments have shaped them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How do these values show up in your classroom and school? (e.g., your classroom rules and expectations, 
which student behaviors are praised vs. get under your skin, etc.)  
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PART II: Recognizing Shared and Diverse Perspectives 
4. How are your identity, culture, and experiences the same and/or different from your students’? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What are some of the values or perspectives that you have seen expressed by your students and their 
families/communities? If you’re not sure, how might you find out? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. How might there be different cultural interpretations of the same value (e.g., how respect is shown)? How 
might reinforcing or differing values impact a classroom? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continue to Reflect: 
Continue to reflect on how you can give shared power to students as you create classroom norms and expectations, so 
classroom culture is truly inclusive and representative of all classroom community members.   
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